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BosraN ACT OF INCORPORATION. 
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\%3 \ 


COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS. 


BE IT KNOWN that whereas HARRIET CLISBY, ARVILLA B. 
HAYNES, MELISSA CHAMBERLIN, SARAH E. EATON, ABBY M. 
DiAz, SARAH E. CoTrinG, and ELIZABETH G. GAY have asso- 
ciated themselves with the intention of forming a corporation — 
under the name of the Women’s Educational and Industrial 
Union, for the purpose of increasing fellowship among women, in 
order to promote the best practical methods for securing their 
education, industrial and social advancement, and have complied 
with the provisions of the Statutes of this Commonwealth in such 

ig ~ case made and provided, as appears from the certificate of the 
President, Treasurer, and Directors of said corporation, duly 
approved by the Commissioner of Corporations, and recorded in 
this office,— 

Now, therefore, I, HENRY B. PEIRCE, Secretary of the Com-_ 
monwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby certify that said HARRIET 
CiisBy, ARVILLA B. Haynes, MELISSA CHAMBERLIN, SARAH E. 
EATON, Assy M. Diaz, Saray E. Corrine, and ELIzABETH G. 
Gay, their associates and successors, are legally organized and 
established as and are hereby made an existing corporation under 
the name of the Women’s Educational and Industrial Union, 
with the powers, rights, and privileges, and subject to the limita- 
tions, duties, and restrictions which by law appertain thereto. 

Witness my official signature hereunto subscribed, and the seal 
of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts hereunto affixed,’ this 
twenty-third day of April, in the year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and eighty. 

(Signed) HENRY. PELRCE, 


Secretary of the Commonwealth. 


yo yr) 





Board of Administration for 1881-82. 


President. 
Mrs. A. M. DtAz, 157 Tremont Street. 


Vice-Presidents. 
ARVILLA B. Haynes, M.D., 773 Tremont Street. 
* Mrs. A. M. Macy, 17 Beacon Street. 
* Mrs. C. A. MARQUEZE, 365 Beacon Street. 
Honorary Vice-President. 
HARRIET CLisBy, M.D. 


Secretary. 
MELIssA CHAMBERLIN, I57 Tremont Street. 


Treasurer. 
Mrs. SARAH E. EATON, 2 Union Terrace, Forest Hills. 


Mrs. S. E. CoTTING, 622 Tremont Street. 
Mrs. E. G. GAy, 385 Beacon Street. 

Mrs. THOMAS MACK, 13 Arlington Street. 
Miss A. F. DowsE, 330 Beacon Street. 





Board of Administration for 1880-81. 


President. 
+ Harriet Cuispy, M.D. 
Mrs. A. M. DIAz. 
Vice-President. 
ARVILLA B. HAYNES, M.D. 


Secretary. 
MELISSA CHAMBERLIN. 


Treasurer. 
Mrs. SARAH E. EATON. 


+ Mrs. A. M. DiAz. Mrs. E. G. GAY. 
Mrs. S. E. CoTTING. Miss A. F. DOWSE. 
+ Mrs. FANNY B. AMES. ‘Mrs. THomMAs MAckK. 


* As the Board has felt the need of two more Vice-Presidents, these additional officers 
were appointed at a special meeting held directly after the Annual Meeting, in accordance 
with Article I{I. of the Constitution. 

+ Resigned. 





Standing Committees. 
1880-81. 


Finance. 


Mrs. S. E. Eaton, Chairman. 


*Dr. A. B. HAYNES. Miss C. P. PEIRCE. 
* Mrs. FANNY B. AMES. Mrs. JOHN JAMES. 
Mrs. A. M. Macy. Mrs. E. F. PRATT. 


Social Affairs. 


Miss M. CHAMBERLIN, Chairman. 


MissS. 2. EATON. Miss C. P. PEIRCE. 
Mass 1. A. DAvis. Miss G. Davis. 
Miss MirIAmM HILLARD. Mrs. S. S. Eppy. 


Moral and Spiritual Development. 


Dr. A. B. HAYNEs, Chairman. 


Mrs. KATE G, WELLS. Mrs. JULIA WARD Howe. 
Mrs. EpNAH D. CHENEY. Miss ANNA F. DowseE. 
Industries. 


* Mrs. A. M. Macy, Chatrman. 
Mrs. E. F. Pratt, Chairman. 


*Mrs. F. O. DAME. Mrs. C. F. BAcon. 
Mrs. G. O. Norra. _ * Miss H. Ryan. 

Mrs. A. A. FELLOWS. Mrs. H. F. WARREN. 
Mirsroscl. ATON: * Miss A. L. BRACKETT. 
Mrs. W. W. GREENOUGH. Miss C. McDouGAL. 

* Mrs. F. H. HOWARD. Miss G. DARLING. 
Mrs. L. P. SHULER-SHULTz. Miss M. E. Danie... 
Mrs. W. S. KIMBALL. * Miss C. R. STACKPOLE. 
Mrs. A. B. Hawes. Miss S. E. HERSEy. 


* Resigned, 





Hygiene and Physical Culture. 


Dr. J. R. CULVER, Chairman. 


Dr. A. B. HAYNES. Dr. A. G. WETHERBEE. 
Dr. M. J. SAFFORD. Dr. HARRIET LORING. 
Dr. LAURA M. PORTER. 


Education. 
(LECTURE BUREAU.), 
Mrs. JULIA WARD HowWE, Chairman. 
Mrs. K. G. WELLS. Dr. HARRIET CLISBY. 
Mrs. A. M. D1IAz. Mrs; 1. ti; DALBOT: 
Miss H. S. TOLMAN, Secretary. 
Lecture and Class. 


Mrs. E. R. GORDON, Chairman. 


* Mrs. L. P. THOMSON. Mrs. J. E. HAZELTINE. 
* Miss L. A. DAvIs. Mrs. A. A. HARDING. 
Mrs. M. C. GOODWIN. Mrs. I. T. TALBOT. 
Protection. 
Mrs. K. G. WELLS, Chairman. 
Mrs. H. M. SEWALL. — Mrs. W. F. TEMPLE. 
Mrs. M. F. WALLING. Miss J. A. SPRAGUE. 
Mrs. A. M. DIAz. Miss M. S. OSBORNE. 
Mrs. TOLMAN WILLEY. Miss M. CHAMBERLIN. 
Mrs. ALBERT MORRISON. Miss I. O. TEMPLE. 





Sub-Committee on Finance. 


Printing. 
Mrs. H. B. KELLOGG, Chairman. 


Mrs. ELLIOTT RUSSELL. Miss H. S. TOLMAN. 

Miss M. S. OSBORNE. Mrs. H. A. POTTER. 

Miss R. E. G. HAZARD. Mrs. J. E. HAZELTINE. 
* Resigned. 


Sub-Committees on Social Affairs. 


Reception. 


* Miss C. P. PEIRCE, Chairman. 
Mrs. M. B. GoopRIcH, Chazrman. 


Mrs. J. D. FOSTER. Miss FLORENCE EVERETT. 
Miss M. E. NOYES. Mrs. E. A. BROOKS. 
Mrs. L. D. BULLENS. Miss M. E. DANIELL. 
Mrs. J. A. HAYES. Miss ALICE PAINE. 
Miss E. W. JONES. Miss L. CHERRINGTON. 
Mrs. E. F. CurtIs. Miss M. S. OSBORNE. 
Miss CoRA PARTRIDGE. Mrs. L. F. ZAHM. 

Miss H. E. NEWHALL. Mrs. L. A. MORRISON. 
* Mrs. W. F. TEMPLE. * Mrs. A. A. HARDING. 
* Mrs. H. B. ERSKINE. Miss A. L. BRACKETT. 

Mrs. A. A. FELLOWS. * Mrs. G. F. PERKINS. 

* Mrs. M. C. GOODWIN. *Miss Es J. PIPER. 
Library. 


Mrs. M. B. GoopRIcuH, Chairman. 
Mrs. E. A. HEATH. 


Entertainments. 


Miss M. CHAMBERLIN, Chairman. 


Miss H. S. TOLMAN. Mrs. JULIA ANAGNOS. 
Mrs. S. S. Eppy. Miss E. P. Simmons. 
Miss ABBY HALL. Miss A. L. BRACKETT. 
Miss F. M. WEBSTER. Miss L. M. Eustis. 
Miss MARTHA EUSTIS. Miss A. P. HALE. 

Miss K. R. HALE, * Miss MARIE MAUCHER. 


Miss R. H. Birp. 
Miss MARIon TALzor, Secretary. 


* Resigned. 





Agency of Direction. 


Mrs. F. H. Howarp, Chairman. 


Mrs. A. A. HARDING. Miss L. A. BLAISDELL. 
Mrs. E. A. HEATH. Mrs. M. B. GoopRICH. 
Mrs. A. A. FELLOWS. Miss A. L. BRACKETT. 


Visiting the Sick. 
Miss GEORGIANA DAVIS, Chairman. 
Mrs. G. T. PERKINS. Mrs. L. D. CHAPIN. 





Sub-Committee on Industries. 


Employment Bureau. 


* Mrs. S. E. CoTTING, Chairman. 
Miss A. L. BRACKETT, Chairman. 


Mrs. S. GRANT. Mrs. E. J. BURR. 
* Miss C. P. PEIRCE. Mrs. F. H. HOWARD. 
Miss E. A. PIKE. Mrs. S. B. SMITH. 


*Mrs. A. A. FELLOWS. 


* Resigned. 








Address of the President 


AT THE ANNUAL MEETING, MAY 3, 1881. 


, AS THE reports soon to be read will inform you of the 
several departments of our work, I will speak only of its 
underlying principles. One of these is that the elevation of 
women means the elevation of the race. The trite remark, 
“Men are what women make them,” is doubly true: first, 
in a general sense,— whatever the level of the women in a 
community, the men must rise or fall to that level ; second, 
/ in a more direct and individual sense, one illustration of 
which is the answer made to Napoleon’s inquiry, ‘‘ How may 
France secure good citizens?”—‘“By giving them good 
mothers,’ — an answer fraught with meaning, since the 
character of every child born is likely to take harm or good 
from the mother, either by direct inheritance or by -imme- 
diate pre-natal influences, or by early education, direct and 
indirect, or by all these. It is plain, then, that a country 
should secure for its women the conditions it desires for its 
whole people. 

Our Union is working to this end. It aims to improve 
the condition of women, physically, intellectually, and spirit- 
ually. Of all women. The Union is a union. It is not 

_ two ‘divisions, the richer reaching down to help, the poorer 
teaching up to be helped. It recognizes the fact that there 
is worse than money poverty, that the woman possessed of 
all the resources of wealth may still have needs. She may 
need motherhood enlightenment ; may need inspiring ; may 
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need humanizing; may need to be rid of narrowness and 
self-conceit ; may need to exchange frivolous pursuits for a 
noble purpose ; may need to be drawn into sympathy with 
all womankind ; may need that familiar intercourse with her 
less fortune-favored sisters, which shall reveal to her the 
worth in all, the divine in all. These needs are as urgent 
and as worthy philanthropic effort as are the more generally 
recognized ones of the lower classes, so called. To inspire 
a rich woman is as well worth doing as to teach book-lore to 
a poor woman. Besides, the good done to any one class 
cannot remain with them. It will strike through to others. 
It must. 

All have needs ; and this universality of needs places all 
on akind of equality. The social intercourse of the Union 
recognizes this idea of equality. We meet, not purse to 
purse or talent to talent or acquirement to acquirement, but 
heart to heart. Wealthy leisure and toiling independence, 
inherited high position and sturdy self-reliance, scholarly 
wisdom and life wisdom, the easy goodness of the untempted 
and the faultiness of the sorely tried, meet on the common 
ground of humanity. And why not? Since, whatever may 
be our differences, there is something in every one of us 
akin to something in every other one of us. This kind of 
social intercourse is true religion. Say it is impossible, and 
you say Christianity is a failure. 

We order our work, then, according to its underlying and 
guiding principles. Shall the rich woman share with the 
poor woman the classes and other literary privileges of the 
Union? Yes. Otherwise we build up the very walls we are 
. Striving to break down. To bring your two women together 
in the belief and enjoyment of human fellowship is worth 
more than all the mere book-knowledge both shall acquire. 

Do you want to hear at the Sunday meetings that Evan- 
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' gelical speaker, or that radical, or that Romanist, or that 
Jew, or that Buddhist? No, perhaps not. Our guiding 
‘principles here are liberty of conscience and a readiness to 
receive good from any source. To bring all sects together 
im the belief and enjoyment of these principles is a gain, 
whatever may or may not be gained from the discourse. 
~ Will you receive for sale the work of the well-to-do or 
only of those who are in want? Of both. There is no 
| principle by which to draw a dividing line. Some may want 
food and clothes, others the means of education or of be- 
“nevolence. The rich woman may devote her earnings to 
‘philanthropy, the poor woman may spend hers in various 
“unworthy ways. The seemingly rich may be poor, and shrink 
from acknowledging it. The probably better work of the 
“Ticher woman will help educate the poorer woman, and will 
attract purchasers. Market criticism will stimulate both to 
their best efforts, and by thus insuring progression benefit 
both and be a service to the public. Also, for the well-to-do, 
to place their work on sale helps to make labor honorable 
-and to remove dividing lines. And to make labor honorable 
-and remove dividing lines will be to the poor a far greater 
gain than any immediate money gain. 

To those who would give of their means to sustain the 
Union, we say, Give on principle,— not merely on the prin- 
ciple that in justice women should have equal advantages 
“with men, but on the broader one of helping on the recog- 
‘nition of human fellowship, and the elevation of the race 
“through that of woman. 

_ And as the greater must contain the less, and as the loath- 
some ditch as well as the pleasant hillside is brightened by 
the sunshine, so your own small gain is contained in the 
“greater benefit to the whole, and your own selfish interests 
are promoted by the existence of such a centre of enlighten- 
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ment in the community in which you live, and in which 
your sons and daughters are to live. 

Suppose just such another in every town and city, aiming © 
in all ways to protect, assist, and wisely educate women, ~ 
helping to establish true ideas of comparative values, help- 
ing to break down partition walls and to draw all classes 
and sects together in sympathetic intercourse,— make the 
supposition reality, and we may look for the ennobling of 
the whole American people. 

Let us, then, labor and give,—not merely for the tangi-_ 
ble and immediate results of the Union, but for its principles, — 
for its sowZ as well as for its body. It is the spirit which — 
giveth life, which hath the quickening power. To work 


hopefully and joyfully, we must work with the spirit and the | 
understanding. . 





Report of Secretary. 


ALTHOUGH this is only the fourth annual meeting, the ques- 
tion has so frequently been asked, “‘ From what did the Union 
originate?” that it seems necessary to give a short account of 
its origin, even at the risk of wearying the many to whom it 
is a twice-told tale. Pardon me, therefore, if I quote from 
the Secretary’s report for the year 1879 : — 

“Tn the spring of 1877, at the close of the Sunday meet- . 
ings for women, which had been held by Dr. Clisby for four 

winters, she invited the ladies to meet at her office the next 
week, to take into consideration a plan she had long been 
fostering, of forming an association for the advancement of 
women. Her proposition was eagerly accepted; and at the 
appointed time forty-two ladies assembled, and listened with 
intense interest to the ideas she laid before them, of a work 
which, she hoped, was to reach forth in every direction, to 
aid, strengthen, and elevate women, by drawing them into 
a bond of unity. Her enthusiasm inspired the whole com- 
pany, and the majority gave their names as members of the 
proposed association. 

“ After discussing ways and means, they resolved them- 
selves into a committee to secure a guarantee fund to carry 
on the work. 

“Two weeks after, another meeting was held, with thirteen 
additional members. The committee for securing funds re- 
ported ; and, upon the strength of $185, a committee of five 
was chosen to draw up a Constitution, to be acted upon at 
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akmeeting appointed for June 11th. Upon June rith, the 
first regular meeting was held, the Constitution reported by 
the committee was adopted, each article being separately 
voted upon, and the society organized under the name of 
‘The Women’s Educational and Industrial Union.’ 1 

“The Reading-room was first opened at 4 Park Street, 
upon the 12th of November, with a rent of $650, and only a 
guarantee fund of $185, and a loan of $100 from the Presi- 
dent, Dr. Clisby. But the expenses were regularly met; and 
at the first annual meeting in May, 1878, which was held in 
parlors, there was a balance of $86.93 in the hands of the 
Treasurer, and the names of four hundred members were 
enrolled upon the books.” 4 

The second year showed a larger growth, so that, at the” 
annual meeting which was held in Freeman Place Chapel, 
the membership list had increased to five hundred and fifty, § 
and the balance in the treasury was $302.39; and, before 
April 23d of the following year, the society became a legally 
organized and incorporated institution. ; 

This brings us to the third annual meeting, which was. 
held in Wesleyan Hall, in the afternoon of Tuesday, May 4, 
1880. The meeting was opened by a prayer from the Rev. 
Ada C. Bowles, which was followed by an address of wel- 
come from the President, Dr. Clisby. The reports of the” 
Secretary, Treasurer, and several standing committees were 
next read and accepted; and the chair then appointed the 
following committee of five to nominate the Board of Direc- 
tors for the ensuing year: Dr. Mary J. Safford, Miss C. PJ 
Peirce, Mrs. L. P. Thomson, Mrs. E. F. Pratt, and Mrs. 
A. A. Fellows. This committee reported the renomination 
of all the former members of the Board, who were unani- 
mously elected by ballot. | 

Addresses were made by Mrs. Julia Ward Howe, Rev. Dr. 
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) i Withrow, Rev. E. E. Hale, Mr. Wm. H. Baldwin, Mrs. A. M. 


Diaz, Rev. Ada C. Bowles, and Selma Borg. At six o’clock, 


_ the meeting adjourned, most of the audience repairing to 


the Union Rooms, 4 Park Street, where supper was served. 
Poems from Mrs. Howe and Mrs. Anagnos, and music, both 
vocal and instrumental, closed the entertainment of the 
evening. 

A meeting of the Board was held in May, to appoint the 
various standing committees, and another in June, to make 
arrangements for the summer’s work. As it was desirable 
to keep the rooms open Sunday afternoons for reading and 
conversation, Miss Georgia Davis was appointed to take 
charge of them every Sunday, until the regular meetings 
should begin in October. 

In August, notice was received from the landlord to give 
up the tenancy of the rooms at 4 Park Street ; and two spe- 
cial meetings of the Board were held, to make arrangements 
for a new location. After much trouble, the rooms now 
occupied at 157 Tremont Street were decided upon, with 
a lease for three years. The change has proved in every 
way advantageous, as the increasing work of the Union has 
demanded more conveniences and more room. It has, how- 
ever, besides adding to the rent, brought a great increase of 
expenses in new carpeting, furniture, heating, lighting, and 
the services of an assistant, to relieve the Superintendent of 
the manual labor. 

This has been readily met by the various sources of in- 
come within the Union, including memberships and the con- 
tinued generosity of the annual subscribers and donors. 


- Last November, the Union received its first legacy, the sum 


of five hundred dollars bequeathed by one of the life-mem- 


bers, Mrs. Eliza R. Tiffany. 


But, while we are not unmindful of the gratitude due for 
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all this bounty, we are still asking for more,—not only to 
meet the current expenses during the summer months when 
we are receiving no income, but also that the Union may 
reach out further and further, and in every way enlarge its 
usefulness. ' 

Regular Board meetings have been held the first Tuesday 
of each month since October ; and, as more time was needed 
to administrate upon the increasing work and enlarged com- 
mittees, special meetings have been held in some months 
every week, and in others every two weeks all winter. 

In November, Mrs. F. B. Ames, who had been a valuable 
member of the Board, sent in her resignation, which we were 
obliged to receive, although with much regret, as she was to 
make her home away from Boston ; and Mrs. Thomas Mack 


“ was elected from among the members of the Union to take 


her place. 

In June, the President left for England, hoping to regain 
her health ; and during her absence the place was ably and 
faithfully filled by the Vice-President, Dr. Haynes. In De- 
cember, a letter came from Dr. Clisby, saying her continued 
ill-health prevented her from returning to the Union, and 


requesting that another President be elected to take her 


place. Upon January 24, a special meeting of the Board 
was called, and the letter of resignation was accepted with 
deep and heartfelt regrets; and a committee was appointed 
to draw up a series of resolutions of regret to be sent to Dr. 
Clisby, to be entered upon the records of the Union, and to 
be published with the letter of resignation in the Woman's 
Journal and Boston Evening Transcript. Mrs. A. M. Diaz, 
whose election was the special desire of the President, was 
then chosen to take her place; and Miss Anna F. Dowse 
elected to fill the vacancy made on the Board by this change. 

A special meeting of the Board was held upon February 7, 
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to receive the report of the committee upon the resolutions 
of regret ; and a motion was passed that a public meeting of 
the Union should be called at the Union Rooms upon Febru- 
ary 16, to adopt these resolutions and welcome Mrs. Diaz as 
President. Accordingly, upon that evening a large audience 
of the members and friends was assembled. Dr. A. B. 
Haynes made the opening address, and the following letter 
of resignation and resolutions of regret were read and unani- 
mously adopted : — 


CAGNES, MARITIME ALPS, FRANCE, Dec. 17, 1880. 


To the Board of the Women’s Educational and Industrial Union: 


DEAR FRIENDS AND MEMBERS,— You will have learned before this 
reaches you, through our Secretary, of my inability to be present at your 
meetings through this coming session. I have no need to say to you all 
how deeply I regret this necessity, but I really am not able to fulfil the 
duties devolving upon the position of President of the Union. 

In sending in my resignation, I know all it implies on your side of 
sorrow and depression; but do not, I beg you, let it rest too strongly on 
your minds. Some dear and noble woman must come to the front in 
so noble and grand a work. The position cannot be long unoccupied. 
May the divine blessing be with you all, and unite you more and more 
in that love which is found in disinterested effort. Whenever I am justi- 
fied in returning to your side, I know I shall still find sufficient to do to 
inspire and reward. In this hope, and with heartiest love to you and the 


members of our Union, : 
I am ever your devoted friend, 


HARRIET CLISBY. 


RESOLUTIONS 


WHEREAS our beloved President, Dr. Harriet Clisby, on account of 
continued ill-health, feels that the prosperity of the Union demands her 
resignation of the office of President of the Women’s Educational and 
Industrial Union, therefore,— 

Resolved, That it is with the deepest regret for our loss, and with feel- 
ings of the tenderest sympathy for her protracted illness, that we, the- 
members of the Women’s Educational and Industrial Union, accept her 


resignation of the presidency. 


18 


Resolved, That we recall with satisfaction and grateful affection the 
zeal and fidelity of our former President, and that we endeavor in all our 
aims and actions to carry out her purposes and manifest her spirit. 

Resolved, That as it was to her thought, growing out of her interest in 
the elevation of women, and her broad ideas of their relations to each 
other, that the Union owes its birth, we should look forward with hope 


to the time when she shall be restored to health, to her country, and to 
her philanthropic labors. 


fesolved, That a copy of these resolutions be forwarded to Dr. Harriet 
Clisby, and be entered on the records of the Union, and be published in 
the Woman’s Journal and Boston Evening Transcript. 


S. E. Eaton. 
M. CHAMBERLIN. 
A Mes Draz. 


Remarks were made by the Rev. E. M. Bruce, Rev. Ada 
C. Bowles, and Dr. Mary J. Safford, all testifying to the 
creative genius and philanthropic spirit which had actuated 
Dr. Clisby in organizing the Union, as well as expressing 
deep regret at her resignation. Mrs. Diaz was then intro- 
duced as President, and was most warmly received. 

As the work progressed, it seemed necessary to institute 
a new committee to attend to all the advertising and printing 
matter, and to devise ways and means of bringing the Union 
more fully before the public. At the first regular meeting in 
March, this committee was appointed, consisting of seven 
ladies, with Mrs. H. B. Kellogg as chairman. 

At the regular meeting of the Board in April, the question 
of making limitations in receiving work in the Industrial 
Department was brought up for discussion. The temptation 
was great to deviate in this particular from the existing prin- 
ciples of the Union, especially as the rooms could at present 
offer so few accommodations to display work, and many of 
the committee felt that they ought to favor only the espe- 
cially needy. The directors, however, were not willing to 
give up the leading idea upon which the Union was founded, 
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—that of mutual co-operation, the union of all for the good 
of a//, without distinction of sect or class; and so the deci- 
sion was made that there could be no limitations. The prin- 
ciples of the Union were broad ; and all women were welcome 
to the advantages it offered, either Sunday meetings, lectures, 
classes, entertainments, social gatherings, or industrial work. 

During the last month, it has been decided to appoint a 
new committee for the purpose of finding comfortable and 
agreeable homes for young girls who come to the city as 
strangers, making them feel that they have friends, and offer- 
ing them the social and educational advantages which the 
Union affords. 

In all the departments there has been an increasing inter- 
est, the work having been done by volunteers, with the ex- 
ception of the Superintendent and one assistant, until the 
last two months, when:the hours of the two branches of work 
so intruded upon each other that the Industrial Department 
required a book-keeper to keep the accounts of its increasing 
sales. 

Ninety-one ladies are engaged on the different committees, 
and many troubles, perplexities, and disappointments are 
constantly arising, and there is always opportunity for criti- 
cism and improvement; and the Union has cause to be very 
thankful for the faithful discharge of duties, the willingness 
to give time and labor, and the readiness with which con- 
siderations of self are laid aside for the benefit of others. 

The first Wednesday of every month since October, a 
general meeting of all these committees has been held, the 
object having been friendly criticism and mutual suggestion, 
and that the Union might be more firmly welded together 
by the members of the different committees becoming ac- 
quainted with each other, and with other branches of the 


work besides their own. 
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With so large a list of members, many of whom never come 
to the rooms after taking their ticket, the death of a member 
is not liable to be always known. But our hearts have been 
saddened this last month by the word coming to us from her 
home in the West of the death of Miss Aikins, who for most 
of the first two years acted as Superintendent, and whose 
faithful discharge of her duties we shall always remember 
with gratitude. 

There are now seven hundred and four members, an in- 
crease of one hundred and thirty-five upon last year. Two 
hundred and forty-five are renewals, and four hundred and 
fifty-nine are new members. Seven life-emembers have also 
been added to the list of last year; and two, Mrs. Eliza R. 
Tiffany and Mrs. H. P. Kidder, have been taken away by 
death, making the number now fifteen. 

So.the work goes on. Nothing seems to interfere with its 
progress, nor can interfere, as long as its members keep to 
the idea which first inspired and held them together,— the 
bond of mutual co-operation and sympathy, the working of 
all for each other’s good, asking all women to come and 
obtain help by helping each other. 


M. CHAMBERLIN, 
Secretary. 
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Report of Committee on Social Affairs. 


THE work of the Reading-room has been conducted much » 
the same as last year. The Reception Committee is still 
composed of volunteer members, who are in attendance at 
the desk to relieve the Superintendent in receiving strangers, 
answering questions, and overlooking the Reading-room. 

There is yet much room for improvement, for it is not 
always possible for twenty ladies, serving alternately, to do 
quite as regular work as one; but the use of day-book and 
message-books in a measure supplies the deficiency. We 
would therefore beg the public to be lenient in their judg- 
ment, if mistakes are sometimes made, if messages are some- 
times neglected, and if every one is not always received 
with the same hospitality she might expect. 

The average daily attendance of readers and visitors from 
May to October was nineteen, and from October to May 
twenty, showing that nearly as many make use of these 
advantages in summer as in winter. Here I will quote from 
the report of the Chairman, Mrs. M. B. Goodrich, who says: 
“I have been in the rooms a great deal lately, and have had 
occasion to talk with many strangers, so that when I say the 
average daily attendance is increasing,— being about twenty, 
exclusive of those who come to make purchases or to seek 
for work,—it gives no idea of the hearts that are encouraged 
by sympathetic words and friendly advice. A short time. 
ago, a lady whom I know as a successful business woman 
told me that this Union had been ‘the making’ of her, for 
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_ when she came to Boston, three years ago, she was discour- 
_ aged in mind and broken in health; buat, finding friendly 
_ €ncouragement here, she soon gained in strength and health, 
and went forward in business. This is only one case among 
_ the many.” 
The change of location, in giving more commodious rooms, 
_ has also brought the need of more furniture ; and we are very 
thankful to Mrs. E. G. Gay, Mrs. John W. James, and Miss 
C. P. Peirce, for the donation of many articles which have 
been of great use; also to the firms of Clark, Adams & 
Clark, Jones, McDuffee & Stratton, Abram French & Co., 
and Homer, Lane & Co., for a supply of glass and china- 
ware ; and to Mr. J. P. C. Marshall, for the free printing of 
placards, which have been from time to time needed in the 
rooms. | 

The Reading-room has been supplied with nine monthlies, 
fourteen weeklies, and three daily papers, all kindly donated 
by the publishers, with the exception of the Evening Trans- 
script, given by Mrs. D. P. Kimball. The Librarian, Mrs. 
_ M. B. Goodrich, reports: “The library: is much more used 
than last year, many people coming regularly to read the 
books. The number of volumes now in the library is three 
hundred and six bound volumes, and about one hundred and 
twelve pamphlets and unbound books. Seventy-eight of 
these books and most of the pamphlets have been added 
this year, the donations of Mrs. E. G. Gay, Miss A. A. Man- 
ning, Mrs. J. Copley Greene, Mrs. A. M. Diaz, Mrs. J. T. 
Fields, Rev. E. E. Hale, Mrs. A. E. Porter, Messrs. B. B. 
Mussey & Co., Messrs. D. Lothrop & Co., and twelve vol- 
umes from an unknown friend, also a Directory for this year 
from the publishers. With thanks for past favors, their con- 
tinuation is solicited, particularly books relating to woman,— 
her life, her duties, etc. More books being promised, we 
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shall ere long be obliged to ask for more shelves, in full 
faith that we shall receive.” 

Mrs. F. H. Howard reports that the Committee of Agency 
of Direction have this year carefully enlarged their sphere 
of inquiry and added to their fund of general information. 
Among their books of reference may be found a map of and 
guide to Boston, also to New York, together with one hun- 
dred and thirty-three circulars of various schools, colleges, 
and charitable institutions, and a scrap-book containing con- 
densed accounts of kindred institutions elsewhere. They 
have the Razlroad Advertiser issued weekly, and as soon 
as published will be added the various plans of excursions, 
etc. They have also prepared a list of summer boarding- 
places, and can give reliable and desirable information re- 
garding them. If the friends will kindly add to this store of 
statistics such items of general interest as come under their 
personal knowledge, they will confer a favor upon this com- 
mittee. 

The Committee for Visiting the Sick, Miss G. Davis, Chair- 
man, reports that “the sick have been ministered to in va- 
rious ways, and as nearly as possible according to their 
needs. In some cases, medical attendance and comforts 
have been provided ; in others, social wants have been met 
by calls or correspondence, light reading matter has been 
placed withim reach, errands have been done, advice has 
been given, and efforts have been made to better the cir- 
cumstances. And we trust that always in the visits the good 
cheer of the well and active has brightened the sick and 
despondent. This committee would be thankful for infor- 
mation regarding members who are ill and need visiting.” 
This year, every Wednesday evening since October, except- 
ing five, has been devoted to social gatherings, the object 
being to draw people together in friendly intercourse and 





25 





























enable them to feel a kindly interest in each other. The 
_ Entertainment Committee is composed of sixteen ladies, who 
q have in turn provided some kind of entertainment in the way 
_of music and readings to occupy half of the evening, and left 
_ the rest of the evening for conversation and games ; and the 
_ programmes offered have sometimes been of the choicest 
character. The numbers present have ranged all the way 
from twenty to seventy, excepting upon one unusually pleas- 
ant evening when a “‘ Kinder Symphony” and college songs 
were provided by the Misses Hale and Misses Eustis. Over 
one hundred and fifty were present, and the rooms could not 
hold all that were anxious to come in. 

On the other four Wednesday evenings, entertainments 
have been given, with the usual admission fee of twenty-five 
cents. The first, upon December 8, provided by Miss 
Marion Talbot, was dramatic and musical. The rooms were 
crowded, and many who sought admission were obliged to 
be refused. Upon January 26, a concert was given by Mrs. 
_ Marie Fries Bishop, with dramatic readings by Mrs. Alice 
| Lee McLaughlin, with a very good attendance. March 2, | 
Miss Harriet Tolman arranged private theatricals, which 
again crowded the rooms, and obliged us to limit the sale of 
tickets. 

The last was -a lecture by Mrs. Sarah Gorham, upon “ Li- 
_ beria,” which was postponed on account of the storm from 
March 29 to Thursday, April 7. These have brought in 
$106.25. The expenses, including the rent of piano for six 
months, have been $51.71, making the net amount given to 
the treasury $54.54. The committee would here extend 
_ their thanks to the many friends who have contributed to 
_ these entertainments, also to Miss Tolman and friends for 
' the donation of the platform. 

The members of the committee have done all in their 
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power to make the free evenings social and agreeable, and 
have offered them to the public without even requiring a 
member’s ticket. These Wednesday evening sociables have © 
been eagerly welcomed ; but it seems desirable to make them | 
amore important feature of the work, and the Social Com- 
mittee would be very grateful for any wise and timely sug- 
gestions. 

These social gatherings will be discontinued after two 
weeks, and not resumed until November ; but the Reading- 
room is open every week-day all summer until dark, and 
from one to six every Sunday afternoon. 

M. CHAMBERLIN, 
Chatrman. 
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Report of Committee on Moral and Spiritual 
Development. 


THE principal work this committee has to report is that 
of the “Sunday Meetings for Women,” held at the Union 
Rooms, 157 Tremont Street, at 3 P.M. This committee 
has not held meetings at regular intervals, but has met 
as frequently as the interest of the “Sunday meetings ” 
demanded. 

While other departments of the work of the Union meet 
the urgent and pressing needs of women in various ways, by 
its “ Employment Bureau” and “ Protective Committee,’’ its 
“Industrial Work,” its “‘ Hygiene Lectures” and “ Hygiene 
Room,” and by the “lectures and classes”’ in the languages, 
in science and literature, and its social reunions, we feel that 
the “Sunday meetings” no less meet.a want that can be met 
in no other way, for we recognize the threefold nature ; 
hence, the necessity of providing for the moral and spiritual. 
Without the “Sunday meetings ” there would be incomplete- 
ness in our Union; for we should stop short of the most 
important and vital, where the human recognizes and comes 
nearest to the divine. There would be questioning, with a 
vague and undefined sense of a need that is not met, with 
poverty of spirit that can never give highest rest and peace 
to the soul. 

As women, we would build on no other foundation than 
that which is enduring and imperishable, that which will 
stand the test of all the conflicts and experiences of life. 
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The committee have felt a responsibility in carrying on 
these meetings that they should be on a basis that would 
represent religious truth, without regard to denomination or 
sect; and special effort has been made to invite speakers 
representing the various sides of truth, believing that by so 
doing greater good would result therefrom. The services 
have been conducted the same as last season. The meet- 
ings were opened with singing, Bible-reading, and prayer, 
the prayer usually offered by the speaker, and on some occa- 
sions the Lord’s Prayer was used, and all were invited to 
unite in this part of the service. A sermon or essay was 
given on some moral or religious subject, which was followed 
by a conversation on the theme presented, in which all were 
invited to contribute their thought to the interest of the 
meeting. The meetings were closed with singing and the 
benediction. 

Little or no controversy has been brought into the conver- 
sations. ‘There has been the earnest inquiry, words spoken 
out of the deep experiences of life, corroborative testimony, 
and, as would be expected, differences of opinion. The 
audiences have been brought into near and sympathetic rela- 
tions to the speaker and to one another; and, as they have 
got the reflex of each other’s interior life, they have gone 
away, feeling that they have been benefited and blessed in 
the hour that they have spent together. 

This is the eighth season of “Sunday Meetings for 
Women”; and, as heretofore, they have been by women 
and for women ; but the past season there have been a few 
exceptions: on two or three Sundays, gentlemen were present. 

The following is a list of the speakers, with their respective 
subjects :— . 

Oct. 17.. Miss Thompson, of Indianapolis, spoke on “The 
Moral and Spiritual Education of Girls,” from words from 
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the one hundredth and_forty-fourth psalm: “That our 
daughters may be as corner-stones, polished after the simili- 
tude of a palace.” Prayer was offered by the Rev. Ada 
C. Bowles. 

Oct. 24. Mrs. I. F. Bashford. Subject, “The Christian 
Principle of Service.” 

Oct. 31. The Rev. Mrs. Bruce gave a sermon. 

Nov. 7. Mrs. C. B. Colby. Subject, “The Adaptation of 
Christianity to the Progressive Needs of Homes.” 

Nov. 14. Mrs. Amanda Dayo. Subject, “Peace.” 

Nov. 21. Miss Hazard. Subject, “The Responsibilities 
of Youth.” 

Nov. 28. Miss Anna F. Dowse spoke on “True Great- 
ness,’ from the words, “And there was strife among them, 
which should be considered the greater.” 

Dec. 5. Miss Julia A. Sprague. Subject, “ Ambition.” 

Dec. 12. Miss Harriet Ware Hall. Subject, “ Words- 
worth and his Relation to Life.” 

Dec. 19. Miss Alice Baker. Subject, “ Ye Ministers and 
ye Meeting-houses of ye Olden Time.” 

Dec. 25. Mrs. M. H. Gordon gave a Bible-reading on 
“The Prophecies of the Old Testament concerning Christ.” 

Jan. 2. Miss H. S. Tolman spoke “ On the Lessons of a 
Life.” A memorial sketch of Miss Rachel Pomeroy. 

Jan. 9. Mrs. Clara Erskine Clement gave a familiar talk 
on “Jerusalem and Bethany.” 

Jan. 16. Miss Elizabeth S. Tobey. Subject, “‘The Four 
Gospels.” 

Jan. 23. Mrs. Mary E. Sanford spoke from Luke xv., 
the first ten verses. 

Jan. 30. Miss Alice Fletcher spoke on ‘‘ Symbolism.” 

Feb. 6. Miss Abby W. May spoke on “The Unitarian 
| Faith.” 
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Feb. 13. Miss Lucia M. Peabody. Subject, “ Moral In- 
fluence in Youth.” 

Feb. 20. Dr. Marie E. Zakrzewska. Subject, ‘‘ How to 
be Happy.” 

Feb. 27. Mrs. Marian H. Bray. Subject, “ Honesty and 
Fidelity in Work.” 

March 6. Rev. Ada C. Bowles spoke on ‘‘ Model Women: 
of the Bible,” from the thirty-first chapter of Proverbs. 

March 13. Miss Horatia Ware. Subject, “ Churches in 
Rome.” 

-March 20. Mrs. D. C. Heath. Subject, ‘ Morals in Edu- 
cation.” 

March 27. Mrs. Julia Ward Howe. Subject, “How to 
love the World,” from the words, ‘‘ God so loved the world,” 
and “ Love not the world, neither the things of the world.” 

April 3. Mrs. Julia Anagnos spoke “On the Angelic 
Life: : 

April 13. Mrs. Mary A. Livermore. Subject, “The Con- 
flicts of Life.” 

April 17. Miss Charlotte Hawes. Easter Sunday. Sub- 
ject, “ Easter Music.” 

April 24. Miss Anna F. Dowse. Subject, ‘ Divine Prov- 
rdence,” 

. The last meeting of the season was held April 24. They 
commenced October 17, and were continued twenty-eight 
consecutive Sundays. Miss Anna F. Dowse only has spoken 
to us twice. The subjects have been varied, but all have 
been of a high moral and spiritual character. This is no 
time or place to speak of special points or excellences of 
these sermons and essays, but we feel that all words spoken 
have been from earnest, thoughtful women, and that they 
have brought to us in sincerity that which has helped and 
blessed them ; and although the subjects treated were: col- 





es 




















31 
_ ored by individual thought, when all the rays blend together, 
they give us the white light of truth, and we would return 
our grateful thanks to-all. 

Our thanks are also due the editors of the “ Woman’s 
Journal” for gratuitously advertising our meetings througk- 
out the season. 

The average attendance on our meetings has been much 
larger than last year. In several instances, the rooms have 
been so full that ladies have stood throughout the service. 

Of the large number who have come to us, we feel that 
those who live nearest to the divine light and love have had 
their spiritual natures deepened, broadened, and enriched, 
and that the future to them will be a “closer walk with 
God.” If any stood on a moral plane and were seekers 
after truth, let us hope that their spiritual eyes have been 
opened, as the earnest burning word has fallen as a live coal 
from off the altar of a living soul, that felt the responsibility 
of speaking to souls that needed the true bread of life. 

If any came to us who recognized the material side of life 
only, let us hope that they got glimpses of the imperishable 
and spiritual; and that good seed was sown that will spring 
up and bear fruit that will sustain and bless them in the 
varied experiences of life that they may be called upon to 
pass through. If there were any who had fallen into depres- 
sion and doubt, or were bordering on despair, who had con- 
scientiously lived to the letter the commands of the Old 
Testament, “Thou shalt and thou shalt not,” let us hope 
that they have gladly accepted the invitations of the Christ 
of the New Testament to come, seek, and enter into the 
new light and life that he came to give more abundantly to 
the world. 

It is gratifying to me to record, as in former years, a grow- 
ing interest in these meetings from the beginning to the 


| 
close ; and we can but feel, from the public confession and ; 
from the earnest heart-felt words spoken at other times by 
the regular attendant, also by those who were occasionally — 
present, that they have been productive of great good. | 
And, as the work is done in the spirit of right endeavor for — 
the upbuilding of humanity, we ask the divine Rivest on | 
our work, “believing all things and hoping all things.” 
Respectfully submitted, 


AD. HAYNES, | 
Chairman of Committee. 
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Report cf Industrial Department. 


IN presenting the second regular report of the Industrial 
Department, we can only refer to the humble commencement, 
when but one day in the week was required for its purposes. 
Now, we have a large and efficient committee. This depart- 
ment is open from ro A.M. till 5.30 P.M., daily. Last year, 
our cry was, ‘‘ More room!” which, being granted, we still find 
inadequate to the demand. 

The words of our former President, ‘‘ Friends, there is 
more than is seen in this Union, for its life lies hidden in the 
heart of things,’ can be seen daily in the intercourse with 
its women. The hopes with which they leave the articles can 
be read in the momentary smile, but the despondency of the 
glistening eye when informed their work is of disposed of 
can never be fully realized. This department has opened a 
market for women to dispose of their work who would other- 
wise find it most difficult to earn a living; and it has enabled 
several young girls to continue their art studies, because here 
they could sell enough to pay for tuition. All kinds of arti- 
cles made by women are allowed here. Ladies in search of 
any kind of work to be done have only to leave their orders 
with us, and they are promptly given to those who will gladly 
fill them. The demand for home-made bread and other 


articles of home consumption is constantly increasing, and 


opens a new avenue for women’s work, which is much 


needed. 


For gifts of money, we are indebted to Miss Wales, Mrs. 
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S. Weld, Mrs. G. W. Briggs (Cambridge), Mrs. A. M. Diaz ; 
also to Mr. Kendall, of Rice, Kendall & Co., and Messrs. 
Denison & Co., for the generous reduction of their bills. 
Our gratitude is also due to the very liberal Sunday Herald 
for the long Christmas article of a column and a half and its 
other various kindly notices which have brought us before 
the public more prominently ; also to the Advertiser, Journal, 
Traveller, Post, and Transcript, for the prompt response to 
our calls. 

Donations of articles have been thankfully received from 
Mrs. 5. Weld, Miss May, Mrs. Alfred Hemmenway, Mrs. F. B. 
Pratt. 

Number of articles brought by consigners from May 1, 
1880, to May 1, 1881, 4,083. Number of sales from May 1, 
1880, to May 1, 1881, 3,042, yielding the handsome amount 
of $1,340, which is paid directly to consigners, less to per 
cent. Thanking the public and all friends for their patron- 











age, and hoping our facilities will be commensurately in-» 


creased, we submit our report. 


Mrs. FANNIE B. PRATT. 
Chairman. 





Report on Hygiene and Physical Culture. 


1. Taxrnc the word “hygiene” in the largest sense (says 
the late Dr. Parkes), it signifies rules for the perfect culture 
of mind and body. 

2. The highest and best condition of the human body 
requires perfect obedience of its physiological laws, as well 
as of the laws of its intellectual and moral nature associated 
with it. 

3. Whatever tends to enfeeble the nervous system, whether 
it be food, drink, or habits, in a commensurate degree im- 
pairs the moral sense. 

4. One and inseparable are the physical and moral laws. 
And while by an observance of the former we may naturally 
look for bodily health, long life, and happiness, so by atten- 
tion to the latter we may approach to god-like excellence 
and purity of character. 

s. It is the moral nature of man which places him above 
all other created beings. But there is a necessity for perfect 
harmony between the laws which govern his physical, intel- 
lectual, and moral nature. 

In the general progress of things, new wants are constantly 
generated and multiplied ; and there is much to lead us to 
study the laws of life, to look into the dietetic and other 
habits with reference to health and disease. 

Probably at no time in our history as a city has the atten- 
tion of people been so assiduously turned to the subject of 
hygiene as at the present. 

Very likely in the advance of civilization there was never 


such a demand for it. 
The question arises on all sides, What can we do to elevate 
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the condition of the people physically, as well as morally 
and spiritually ? 

Realizing this, the Woman’s Educational and Industrial 
Union, having for its object the highest good of women, 
established a year ago, in connection with their various 
departments, a “ Hygiene Room.” 

This was done in the interest of hygiene, with the view of 
assisting those of their own sex who should find their way to 
the rooms, giving them for a small fee, medical treatment, 
combined with hygienic instruction. 

For this purpose, several physicians pledged themselves to 
be present daily in the room, from twelve to one, each one, 
once a week. This arrangement must of necessity accom- 
modate the women and young girls employed in our stores 
and manufactories, the class which we wished to benefit. 

We regret that many who doubtless have needed treat- | 
ment have not received this benefit, from the fact that we 
could not reach them. We have been assisted in the work 
by Dr. Mary Safford, Dr. M. Louise Cummings, and Dr. 
Harriet A. Loring, who have given us very valuable and 
instructive lectures, which have been free to all. We look 
forward to the time when the “room ” will be crowded. 

If we can relieve these women, young or old, of their in- 
firmities, teach them the laws of hygiene, and enable them 
to bear the burdens laid upon them cheerfully and _ happily, 
thus carrying along their allotted work, surely this Union 
will not have existed in vain. 

The field is a wide one, the work is great, and the result 
may be glorious. Let us not be discouraged in the day of 
our small beginnings, but, in the words of Dr. Hale, “look 
forward not backward, upward not downward, outward not 
inward, and lend a helping hand.” 

JK. CULVER, M.D. 
Chairman. 


Report of Lecture and Class Committee. 















Tue Lecture and Class Committee report that the aim the 
_ past season has been to secure the best instruction, and offer 
q it to Union members free, or at the lowest possible price. 
To carry out this idea, we have had more classes and fewer 
lectures than last year. 

There have been four hundred and twenty pupils on our 
class-list$ and of these one hundred and forty became mem- 
_ bers of the Union, in order to avail themselves of these class 
- advantages. 

_ Our class work, consisting of eleven classes, sixteen read- 
' ings from Shakspere, twenty-two class lectures in English 
_ Literature, and one lecture on Music and the Piano-forte, 
_ began Oct. 29, 1880, with afternoon classes: two in French, 
_ Miss E. A. Wilson, teacher; three in German, taught by 
' Professor Carl Jonsen. The evening French and German 
_ classes were conducted by native professors from the “ Ber- 
_litz School of Languages,” who were untiring in efforts to 
| give good instruction. 

_ The Embroidery Class, taught by Mrs. Damoreau, pro- 
| duced beautiful and satisfactory work. 

} The Stenography Class, Mrs. B. C. Barrows, teacher, at 
the end of the course of twenty lessons, showed remarkable 
| proficiency in this most difficult study. 

| The class in Drawing, under the wise and faithful instruc- 
| tion of Mr. Walter L. Chaloner, has been very successful. 

_ The committee feel they can heartily congratulate the 
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Union on having again had the good fortune to secure Mr. i 
Theodore D. Weld as an exponent of Shakspere. Especially 
would they congratulate the one hundred and thirty members 
of his class. Mr. Weld began Jan. ro, 1881, with a lecture 
on the “Study of Shakspere,”’ followed, on fifteen successive 
Monday evenings, with readings from the great dramatist. 
Those who have had the happiness to be pupils of Mr. Weld 
well know that these hours are rich in other help than the 
knowledge gained by the interpretation of Shakspere,—rich 
in the influence which a long life and unflinching devotion 
to truth, and a moral earnestness of purpose that admits of — 
no failure, united with a wisdom that commands respect, only 
can give. 

On Friday evenings, from Nov. 19, 1880, to April 29, 1881, 
Rev. H. Bernard Carpenter, conducting a class in English 
Literature of one hundred and forty-six members, has by 
some magical power, peculiarly his own, changed the pleas? . 
ant parlors into stately hall, grand old cathedral, or attractive 
library ; at his will, introducing his friends to poet, wit, or 
scholar, each at his best. Beginning at 1608 with Milton, and 
grouping around him the prominent writers of his time, he 
has borne us on too swiftly to Goldsmith and his times. 

We cannot close this report without expressing gratitude to 
Rev. H. Bernard Carpenter, Professor Berlitz, Mrs. Bella C. 
Barrows, Mr. Walter L. Chalona, and others, who have so 
generously aided us in our work by giving so much of valu- 
able time and thought. 

: BLAS RIGORDON, 
Chairman. 








Report of Protective Department. 


Tue work of this department of the Union is the collec- 
tion of the wages of working-women, when unjustly withheld, 
which consists of investigation and settlement of the cases, 
either by ourselves or through our lawyers. While none the 
less grateful to our counsel, we feel that our own success in 
obtaining payments is much more marked than it was last 
year, for fully one-half of the cases brought to us have we 
ourselves settled. Moreover, we have become adepts in 
worrying others. Constant calls, frequent letters, actually 
annoy delinquents into final justice; and, when once con- 
vinced that wages are due and can be paid, we never release 
our victim until he has settled in full. We have to wait, but 
the defendant always realizes that we exist. Thus, we have 
recovered lately, by these persistent attacks, a claim of $75 
brought us a year ago. Often it is the only way to work. 
The creditor generally has little ready money; is willing to 
pay if he has a surplus, not meaning to cheat outright ; and 
it is for us to call upon him on his pay-days and extract 
driblets of what he owes, until the whole debt is paid. Mr. 
Willey has been forty-six times to see one man, who owes an 
old woman $100. The debt is slowly being paid. But we 
also find we are more and more recognized as a righteous 
power in the community, working through lawful measures 
for lawful redress; as when a Harvard student quickly paid 
his rent, on hearing that his landlady whom he owed had 
sought our aid. Sometimes cases are brought us which do 
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not lie within our jurisdiction, and yet some one of the com- 
mittee is seized with compassion and renders help; as in the 
case of a child, whose parents disagreed. She is now well 
situated, her board paid by her father. A certain man died, 
left no will ; the estate must be administered for the benefit 
of his child. We could not rightfully become administrator, 
but one of our lawyers found some one, who would act as 
such and who is now caring for the child. An instance of 
meanness, where we were powerless, was that of a man, who 
gave a girl his life insurance policy, as payment of his debt 
to her, but which proved worthless. The following may 
serve as specimens of such cases as do belong to our depart- 
ment. A Mrs. Riley lent $300; the note would have ex- 
pired last December, if one of our counsel had not effected 
its renewal, which was like a fresh gift to the woman, who 
expected to lose it. Three of the cases we have won, have 
been against well-known persons for non-payment of wages 
to their servants, on one or another pretence. Certain dress- 
makers also have an unenviable reputation. A girl was en- 
gaged as maid of all work and lived for some months in a 
household. The mother of the family grew very ill, the chil- 
dren had diphtheria, the girl became nurse in addition to 
her other duties. As often as she told her employer she 
wished to leave, did he entreat her to remain until the family 
health was re-established ; but when they had recovered and 
she did leave, he withheld $22 on the ground that she had 
not done all agreed upon, and because, as he wrote “as 
groceries have disappeared in an unaccountable manner, and 
entirely out of proportion to the mathematical probabilities 
of legitimate consumption.” But as he had shown his ig- 
norance of legitimate wages, we compelled him to pay the 
remainder of the sum. Another servant-girl had been in the 
habit of lending her watch to the little boy of the family, as 
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a plaything. Of course, the child lost it; and of course, the 
father took the girl to the jeweller’s, for her to choose an- 
other at his expense. Months passed and then the girl 
brought a bill, sent by the jeweller for the unpaid watch, as 
her employer had stated that ske bought the watch. We 
obliged the man to pay for his own gift. Many cases how- 
ever excite our pity for the defendant. A woman claimed 
$7 for washing. The claim was acknowledged by the hus- 
band, who wrote us of his insane wife and large family, yet 
that he would pay the debt by instalments ; and he promised 
truly. Most severe in its teachings is the lesson of the folly 
of any dealings between employés and poor employers on 
other than a cash basis. The withholding of lawful dues 
does not.often occur in our large and honored business 
firms. It is the petty dealer, the boarding-house keeper 
and dressmaker, who knowingly cheat their employés. Most 
glad are we when on them comes not only restitution, but 
payment of the costs of court. Our investigations reveal a 
want of moral integrity among third and fourth rate employ- 
ers, which sinks down from one to another, till recovery is 
hopeless from those who live only on promises. Shops open 
a new trade, offer to teach gratis ; the girl gives her time for 
a month, and spends her money on material, then is told that 
her work is no longer satisfactory. Her little savings are 
gone and she finds the public does not need this new source 
of industry, which has lived on what it made from these poor 
girls. 

Within the past year we have investigated one hundred 
and forty-four cases, and recovered moneys on claims amount- 
ing to $1,035.10. Miss Ida Temple, the efficient Secretary, 
keeps the record of the proceedings; but to Mrs. Samuel 
Sewall and Mrs. Tolman Willey belongs the chief credit due 
the committee for whatever success it has attained ; for they 
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have heard and investigated all cases. Our attorneys. are 
N. W. Ladd, Esq., Wm. Orcutt, Esq., Charles Almy, Esq., 
Tolman Willey, Esq., and Wm. R. Richards, Esq., who vol- — 
untarily render their untiring services in their offices and in © 
court alike, and who recover a pair of boots unlawfully de- — 
tained at a shoe-store, with the same zeal with which they — 
bring a suit for wages of large extent. Thus, our work is of © 
varied extent ; and we hope to make it increasingly useful. 
KATE GANNETT WELLS, 
Chatrman. 








Report of Printing Committee. 


THE work of this committee has only covered two months. 
During this time, we have sent many notices of the different 
departments of the Union to all the daily and weekly papers 
of the city. 

The Sunday afternoon meetings have been reported in 
one and often three newspapers during the week. 

The list of annual contributions, donations, and life mem- 
berships was published in three of the leading dailies. 

Advertisements of Mrs. Gorham’s lecture and of the 
Easter sale, also the special closing sale, and of the annual 
meeting, have appeared in the principal dailies and Woman’s 
Journal. 

Two thousand circulars have been printed, also two hun- 
dred tickets for Mrs. Gorham’s lecture, eight hundred tickets 
for the annual meeting, two hundred and fifty tickets for the 
supper, five hundred ballots. 

Posters have been placed in the railway stations and the 
working-rooms of many of the leading establishments in the 
city. 

We hope by these means to bring the Union constantly 
and pleasantly before the public, but we need money for our 
work. To gain a foothold, we must advertise in the daily 
papers, and in various other ways. 

For this reason, we make an earnest plea for money for 
our especial work, and confidently hope for a generous re- 
sponse from the friends of the Union, feeling sure that in 
these enlightened times it is well understood that we cannot 


‘““ make bricks without straw.” 
H. B. KELLOGG 


Chairman Printing Committee. 


Report of Employment Bureau. 


DurRINc the past year, the Committee on Employment has 
begun a stricter system of classification of applicants, which 
it is expected will prove more advantageous to all interested, 
and conduce to rapid development of the original plan of 
furnishing only the higher grades of employés. 

The wide difference between the number of workers, and 
those needing helpers, in former years, has steadily and en- 
couragingly decreased. If there should seem to be a less 
proportion in that direction in the past year, it is owing to 
the change in our system. P 

Our applicants for work number very nearly five hundred ; 
while the applications for helpers counted about one-half, 
while the places filled bear the proportion of more than one- 
third. In view of the above-mentioned fact, as any change 
_ frequently proves a temporary hinderance, we feel that the 
record of the past year will prove a very encouraging foun- 
dation upon which to begin the structure of another year’s 
work. ae 

ASL BRAGCKE TA, 
Chairman. 
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Constitution. 


AR TICRE -{. 
TITLE: 


Tuts Association shall be called the WOMEN’S EDUCATIONAL 
AND INDUSTRIAL UNION. 


RiGee Tl. 
OBJECT. 


Its purpose is to increase fellowship among women, in order to 
promote the best practical methods for securing their educational, 
industrial, and social advancement. 


AR TICE LIT. 
OFFICERS. 


The business of the Union shall be conducted by a Board of 
Directors, consisting of a President, Vice-President, Secretary, 
Treasurer, and four additional members, all of whom shall be 
nominated by a committee appointed by the President, with ad- 
vice of the Board, one month before the annual meeting, and 
elected by ballot from members of the Union. There shall also 
be a Clerk chosen at the annual meeting. They shall hold their 
offices for one year, or until others are elected in their places, and 
shall have power to fill any vacancies that may occur during the 
year; also to appoint such other officers and committees, from 
among the members of the Union, as they may deem expedient. 

Five members of the Board shall constitute a quorum. 

The officers chosen before the first Tuesday of May, 1880, shall 
continue in office till other officers are chosen in their places. 
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ARTICLE IV. 


MEMBERSHIP. 


Any woman can become a member of the Union upon subscrib- 
ing to the Constitution, and paying an annual assessment of one 
dollar: and the payment of twenty-five dollars shall constitute Life 
Membership. Upon the payment annually of five dollars or more, 
any person may become an Honorary Member. 


ARTICLE WV. 


THE FINANCIAL YEAR AND DUES. 


The financial year of the Union shall close on the first Tuesday 
of May, before or at which time memberships must be renewed. 


ART lLCER VE. 


VOTING. 


All members shall be entitled to vote at the annual election of 
officers, which shall occur on the first Tuesday of May, a majority 
of the members present constituting a quorum for the transaction 


of business. 


ARE] CLEA iE. 


AMENDMENTS. 

These articles may be amended at any regular meeting of the 
Union, by a two-thirds vote of the members present, provided 
formal notice of the desired change has been given to the Board 
at a previous regular meeting of tne Board. 


By-Laws. 


AR TIGEE, 1. 


DEPARTMENT OF WORK. 


SECTION I. The various departments of work of the Union 
shall be in charge of committees appointed by the President, with 
advice of the Board. 

SECT. 2. These Departments shall consist of a Registry for the 
higher employments of women; an Agency of Direction to stran- 
gers visiting the city; a Library and a Reading-room. 

SECT. 3. New depirtments. may be organized from time to time, 
as deemed favorable to the aims of the Union. 


AR UTCRE TT, 


MEETINGS. 


SECTION I. Regular meetings of the Board of Directors shall 
be held on the first Tuesday of every month, from October to 
May; and from May to October shall be called at the discretion 
of the President. 

SECT. 2. Committee meetings shall be called at least once each 
month by the Chairman of the Committee, and a majority of the 
members shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. 

SECT. 3. All new measures proposed in committee meetings, 
which may tend to vary in any way the existing action of the de- 
partments of the Union, shall be submitted for discussion and 
decision to the Board of Directors, at a special meeting called for 
the purpose of considering such measures. 


| 
| 
it 
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ARTICLES I: 


DUTIES OF OFFICERS. 


It shall be the duty of the President to preside at all regular 
meetings of the Union, to maintain a general oversight and direc- 
tion of the several departments of the Union’s work, with liberty 
to appoint, with advice of the Board, special committees for the 
conduct of matters which may arise outside the province of the 
Standing Committees. 


ARTICLEAAVE 


TREASURER. 


The Treasurer shall collect, receive, and have charge of the 
funds of the Union, and make disbursements of the same under 
the direction of a majority of the Finance Committee present at 
its regular meeting. This officer shall keep an accurate account 
of all moneys received and expenditures incurred on the Union’s 
account, and shall present to the Board a monthly report, showing 
the condition of the finances; also, make a yearly report of the 
same to the Union. In the absence of the Treasurer, a member 
of the Finance Committee shall be appointed by the Board to act 
as Sub-Treasurer. 


AR. TCE 


SECRETARY. 


The Secretary shall attend all meetings of the Board, keep all 
records and papers belonging to the Union; shall give notice of 
meetings, and preserve their records; shall receive and preserve 
the records of the meetings of the various committees ; shall con- 
duct the correspondence of the Union, and keep a file of all letters 
received, and copies of important letters sent; shall call the roll 
at meetings of the Board, recording the names of members pres- 
ent; read the minutes of the previous meetings, with whatever cor- 
Se esiiesice may have ensued since former meeting, and read it, 
if requested. She shall have enrolled the names of the members 
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of the Union, with their full address, and shall prepare an annual 
report. This officer shall have charge of a contingent fund for 
the daily expenses of the Union, an account of which shall be 
entered in a cash-book, subject to the inspection of the Treasurer 
and Board. 


ARTICLE Vi. 


STANDING COMMITTEES. 


SECTION I. At the first meeting of the Board in each year, 
seven Standing Committees shall be appointed by the President, 
with the advice of the Board, who shall be under the authority 
and subject to the direction of the whole Board; and the reports 
of the various Committees shall be first in order at each regular 
meeting of the Board. 

SECT. 2. The Committees may appoint, subject to the approval 
and ratification of the Board, such sub-committees from among 
the members of the Union as they think necessary: provided, 
however, that each sub-committee, in its action, be subject to the 
Committee of the Board to which it is subordinate. 

SECT. 3. The seven Standing Committees shall be constituted 
as follows :— 

1. Committee on Finance.— They shall have charge of the finan- 
cial affairs of the Union, and shall, with the Treasurer, devise 
methods for securing funds, obtaining donations and assessments, 
investing the same and superintending all disbursements. They 
shall audit the report of the Treasurer before it is submitted to the 
Union at the annual meeting. 

2. Committee on Social Affairs — They shall have the general 
charge of all matters pertaining to Practical Philanthropy, Hospi- 
tality, Agency of Direction, Library, Reading-room, and whatever 
work, miscellaneous or otherwise, comes within the scope of its 
purposes. 

3. Committee on Moral and Spiritual Development.— \t shall 
be their duty to provide Courses of Lectures, Single Lectures, 
Conversations, and Public Meetings, and make such other ar- 
rangements as will best cenduce to the interests of the Union. 


/z 
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4. Committee on Industries and Employment.— It shall be their 
duty to devise and adopt such industrial methods as shall be a 
true help for women, whereby their individual talents may be 
unfolded to profitable issues, either in the domain of Art, Science, 
Literature, Trade, Manufacture, Invention, home avocation, or 
whatever else offers to insure this end. 

5. Commtttee on Hygiene and Physical Culture.— They shall 
provide by means of Illustration, Lectures, and other instructions, 
true and simple methods by which the Laws of Life may be best 
promoted. 

6. Committee on Education They shall seek to obtain and 
disseminate true ideas affecting the higher questions of human in- 
terest, forming Lecture Bureaus, providing Courses of Lectures, 
Single Lectures, Conversations, and Classes, and making such 
other provisions as will best promote the educational interests 
of women. : 

7. Committee on Protection.— It shall be the duty of this Com- 
mittee to commend the legal and social rights of women to public 
attention, and endeavor to awaken a sentiment which shall be a 
sufficient guarantee that no wrong shall be unredressed and no 
right disregarded. 








ARTICLES Wi 
ASSOCIATE SOCIETIES. 
SECTION 1. All working associations of women shall be invited, 
as opportunity and occasion offer, to interchanges of thought, in 
order that the practical working merits of each may be thoroughly 


known. 
Sect. 2. All philanthropic associations, with their various sys- 


tems, shall be considered by the Union, and their fellowship 


invited. 
ARTICLE Vili 


AMENDMENTS. 
These articles may be amended at any regular meeting by a two- 


thirds vote of the members present, provided formal notice of the 
desired change has been given to the Board at a previous regular 


meeting. 








